
 

 

Papyrus, Parchment & Paper 
 

In the art of creating conventional award documents, the Scribe needs a foundation that will best 
bear the ink, paint and/or gold leaf of the work.  This substrata is called the "Support" and in our 
type of work, the Support is typically a leaf of papyrus, parchment or paper. 

  
 Papyrus is created by cutting the stems of the marsh grass called Cyperous Papyrus into thin strips that 

are then soaked in water, arranged to form a mat and finally pounded to get a thin sheet.  Once the 

lightweight sheet is sun dried it can be used as a writing support.  The oldest discovered sheet of 
Papyrus is dated to around 2600 BCE.  In Europe, the use of Papyrus dropped out around the ninth 

century CE. 
 

Papyrus can be purchased from: 
 

John Neal Booksellers (USA) 
1-800-369-9598 

www.johnnealbooks.com/ 

Daniel Smith Ink (USA) 
1-800-426-6740   

www.danielsmith.com/ 

 

 
 Parchment refers to any type of animal skin turned into a paper-like material from the physical action 

of removing extraneous flesh, fat, hair and moisture.  Ancient sheets of Parchment have been dated to 

the third millennium BCE.  In bookmaking, the transition from Papyrus to Parchment occurred generally 
around the fourth Century CE. 

   
o Vellum is the term used to describe Parchment of the best quality and is usually made from 

calfskin, lambskin, or kidskin.  All vellum is parchment but not all parchment is vellum. 

 
o A Palimpsest is a parchment manuscript page from a scroll or book that has been scraped 

clean for reuse as another manuscript page.  
 

Parchment can be purchased from: 
 

John Neal Booksellers(USA) 

1-800-369-9598 
www.johnnealbooks.com/ 

Pergamena Parchment (USA) 

1-845-649-5806 
www.pergamena.net/index.php/ 

 

 
 Paper is made of a felt of moist, randomly oriented fibers of a cellulose pulp, which is usually derived 

from wood, grasses or rags that has been dried to result in a thin flexible sheet. The invention of paper 

is attributed to Emperor Ho-Ti's T'sai Lun Chief eunuch in 105 CE.  The secret of making Paper migrated 
into Europe during the 12th Century CE.    

 

Paper (recommended - Arches 140 pound hot press) can be purchased from: 
 

John Neal Booksellers (USA) 
1-800-369-9598 

www.johnnealbooks.com/ 

Daniel Smith Ink (USA) 
1-800-426-6740   

www.danielsmith.com/ 

Curry’s Art Store (CAN) 
1-800-268-2969 

www.currys.com/ 
 

 Pergamenata (Vegetable Parchment) is a modern grease and water resistant paper made by passing 

unsized paper through sulfuric acid to gelatinize the surface.  This machine made paper is slightly 
translucent and meant to simulate the look of traditional parchment. 

 

Pergamenata can be purchased from: 
 

John Neal Booksellers (USA) 
1-800-369-9598 

www.johnnealbooks.com/ 
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